Prevalence of anaplasmosis and babesiosis in N'Dama cattle of the Gambia.
Sera from 184 N'Dama cattle randomly selected and averaging 2-7 years of age were tested for the presence of specific antibodies to Anaplasma marginale, Babesia bovis and B. bigemina, using one or more serological tests including complement fixation, rapid card agglutination and indirect fluorescent antibody (IFA). Tests for A. marginale and B. bovis were essentially negative. Utilising the IFA test 65% of the sera tested were positive for B. bigemina. Three randomly selected two-year-old N'Dama bulls were splenectomised. All three showed an acute recurrence of a B. bigemina parasitaemia. Two died following typical signs of acute babesiosis and a third recovered following diminazene therapy. No evidence of either B. bovis or A. marginale recrudescence was observed in the single surviving bull. Babesia bigemina appears endemic in the N'Dama cattle of The Gambia but no confirmed serological or clinical evidence of B. bovis or A. marginale was observed.